Fort Collins 2015 Preview
By Festival Coordinator, Tony Fourcroy

The annual HSGA Hawaiian Steel Guitar Festival is on
again this year. The event will be held at the Hilton Hotel in
Fort Collins the same as last year. For this year’s festival we
are bringing back the Saturday Night Lūʻau. Those of you
who attended last year’s festival may remember Janna
Yoshimoto, who danced for Mark Kehalekulu’s set and a
couple of others. Janna runs a local hula halau and will be
bringing dancers for our festival. Our own Uncle Duke
Kaleolani Ching has once again graciously stepped forward
to produce our Saturday Night Lūʻau.
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indicate that an average of 125,000 listeners in 80 countries
tuned in during the course of the festival. This is the second
year that SteelRadio has broadcast the festival live over the
Internet. (SteelRadio also rebroadcast the festival performances continuously during the Memorial Day weekend!)
A good time was had by all. The audience cheered when
they announced the dates for next year. So hele on to Maui
on April 15-17, 2016 for the Eighth Annual Maui Steel
Guitar Festival. Check the festival website at www.
mauisteelguitarfestival.com for updated information as it
becomes available.
n

At Ft. Collins last year: (l. to r.) Mark Kahalekulu, Ed Punua, Vic
Punua and Janna Yoshimoto, who danced for Mark’s set and runs
the hula halau that will supply the dancers for this year’s lū‘au.

directly at (970) 482-2626. Make sure you mention that you
are with HSGA to get our special room rate. Registration for
the festival can be done through the Brown Paper Tickets
website (www.tinyurl.com/HSGA2015-Festival) or you can
fill out the registration form and mail it to Tony (see the
insert included with your newsletter).
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We will get the HSGA website updated with all the festival information and I will also post the information on the
HSGA forum and the HSGA Facebook page. You can check
those sites for the most up-to-date information, or you can
send me an email (tony.fourcroy@gmail.com).
n
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Christmastime ‘Gingerbread House’ fundraiser at the local
Galleria that helped publicize the affiliate and raise monies
for future projects. Local bakeries supplied the gingerbread
houses that were raffled off.
“Betty founded the local Gift Bureau, held all the offices
in the Home Bureau and was on the Board of the Home
Extension. Her life was much more than music.”
n

Members and convention “regulars” Jack Aldrich (left) and Dave
Kolars at the Maui Steel Guitar Festival merchandising booth.

At Maui Fest, Noriko Tomita (left) from Japan, “NextGenner” Alexis
Tolentino, Kumu Alan Akaka, Gale Warshawsky and Addison Ching.
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